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Women in Technology Announces Special April WIT.Connect Event:

“Will Girls in Technology Become Women in Technology?

The Status of Women in Technology and Prospects for the Next Generation” 
ALEXANDRIA, Va. – April 10, 2006 – Women in Technology (WIT), the premiere organization contributing to the success of professional women in the Washington technology community, has announced a special WIT.Connect program on April 20 designed to explore   career prospects for women, with a special focus on what the IT community should be doing now to encourage the next generation of women in technology.

The evening’s program will feature two distinguished guest speakers: Heather Foust-Cummings, Director of Research, Catalyst Organization and Claudia Morrell, Director, Center for Women and Information Technology, UMBC.  The program will explore key issues such as why more girls are not pursuing education in math and science, and what the industry should be doing to help recruit and develop more students in these key disciplines.  In addition, recent trends and future possibilities for professional career opportunities for women in the IT industry will be examined.

The event will be held on Thursday, April 20 from 6:00 – 8:30 pm at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in Tyson’s Corner, Virginia.  For more information and to register please go to:   www.womenintechnology.org or call 703-683-4003.

“One of our top areas of focus at WIT is to encourage and foster the next generation of women in technology,” said Gayle Sweeney, President of WIT.  “Graduation season is an exciting time of year, as high school graduates prepare to make important decisions about what to study in college, and college graduates face exciting decisions as they chart new careers.  We feel our April programs – WIT.Connect and Sharing our Success – are particularly timely and we look forward to gathering the area’s influential IT community to examine important issues facing the future of this key industry in our region.”

Upcoming WIT Events to Encourage and Celebrate the Success of Women in Technology
WIT’s Girls in Technology (GIT) Committee will host a special program for girls in grades 8 to 12 designed to encourage them toward career paths in technology.  The fourth annual “Sharing Our Success” program will feature a panel of prominent women engineers, scientists and senior level executives and owners of technology companies sharing their educational and professional experiences and insights.  The event, which is free of charge for girls in grades 8 to 12, will be held Thursday, April 27 from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Freddie Mac, 1551 Park Run Drive, McLean, VA.For more information and to register please go to: http://www.GirlsInTechnology.org.   Please direct all questions to Vernecia R. Lee at vlee01@sprintpcs.com or 301-524-6544.

WIT’s Seventh Annual Leadership Awards banquet will recognize the success of women who have excelled as a role model, mentor, or leader; or have demonstrated leadership success in technology or its affiliated fields. The event will be held on May 18 at the Hilton McLean.  For more information, contact staff@womenintechnology.org  or call 703-683-4003.

About WIT

Women in Technology (WIT) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to offering women involved in all levels of the technology industry a wide range of professional development and networking opportunities.  One of the organization’s main goals is to create a forum where women in technology can be recognized and promoted as role models.  The organization’s values are embodied in its tag line:  Connect. Lead. Succeed.  WIT was founded in 1994 and has nearly 1,000 members.  For more information, please visit WIT’s web site, www.womenintechnology.org.
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