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WOMEN IN TECHNOLOGY UNVEILS NEW CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
October 4th Golf Tournament to Launch Fundraising Campaign  

September 21, 2004 – Alexandria, VA – Women in Technology (WIT), the leading organization for women technology leaders in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan area, announced today that is has formed a new not-for-profit foundation called The Women and Girls in Technology Education Foundation.  
Building on the success of WIT’s charitable partner, Girls in Technology, the new 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit foundation enables WIT to broaden the reach of its charitable arm and provide additional programs to encourage and support technology interest in local girls.  Ultimately, the goal is to ensure that tomorrow’s female workforce will not only be well-equipped to manage the technological challenges of the future, but, will be driving those innovations.
WIT’s Fifth Annual Charity Golf Event on Monday, October 4, 2004 at Westfield’s Golf Club is the kickoff fundraising campaign for the new foundation.  Individual and Corporate Golfers and Sponsors are invited to participate in this flagship event.  For the first year a significant portion of participation is tax-deductible.  A cocktail reception, silent auction and awards dinner follow the tournament.  For more information and to register, go to www.witgolf.com.
The mission of the new Women and Girls in Technology Education Foundation is to empower young girls by engaging them in technology and computer-related learning. The program provides scholarships, mentoring, tools, speakers and other types of support for school-sponsored and community programs that foster technology interest in elementary, middle and high school girls.  The primary focus is on economically and socially disadvantaged girls in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan area.
“The key to this program is exposure. By opening up the eyes of these girls, we are opening up their minds as to what their potential is.  The girls win by broadening their idea of who they can be; the world and the IT industry win with setting the groundwork for their interest and participation in the industry,” said Mario Marino, a leading private donor and philanthropist.
“We are proud and pleased to launch this new foundation under the strong leadership of Paula Jagemann and support from many technology industry legends,” said Dede Haskins, WIT president.  “Since WIT’s inception, our members have not only wanted to excel professionally but have also wanted to give back to the local community.  We channeled this energy into the Girls in Technology program in 2000 and have helped hundreds of girls discover and develop a serious interest in technology, math and science.  This is the next evolution.” 
A member of WIT since 2002 and the previous Chair for Girls in Technology, Paula Jagemann is leading the new Women and Girls in Technology Education Foundation.   
“During the past year we have been restructuring the organization to provide us with a clear mission for giving, and with the aid of our leading private donors, John Sidgmore and Mario Morino, have now done so, very successfully,” said Jagemann.  “The funds raised at this tournament and in all future fund raising activities for the organization will go a long way towards instilling an infectious addiction to technology in our local school-aged girls, sooner in their lives rather than later.”  

In the coming months, The Women and Girls in Technology Education Foundation will announce a Board of Directors and a 2005 fundraising plan targeting other private and corporate foundations whose charter is in alignment the group.   
About Women in Technology
Women in Technology (WIT) is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to offering women involved in all levels of the technology industry a wide range of professional development and networking opportunities.  One of the organization's main goals is to create a forum where women in technology can be recognized and promoted as role models.  WIT was founded in 1994 and has nearly 1,000 members.  For more information, please visit WIT's web site, www.womenintechnology.org.
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