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Virginia’s Valerie W. Perlowitz Named Finalist for 

2005 Small Business Advocate of the Year Award

Washington, D.C. — The National Small Business Association (NSBA) has named Valerie W. Perlowitz of Vienna, Va., as one of its finalists for the 2005 Small Business Advocate of the Year Award. The winner will be named as part of NSBA’s Washington Presentation, to be held May 11-12 at the Wyndham Washington, located at 1400 M Street NW in Washington, D.C.

Perlowitz was selected from a pool of nominees hailing from Delaware, Georgia, Kentucky, Maryland, Missouri, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, Washington, D.C., and West Virginia. Finalists from other parts of the United States include Stephen Cornell of San Francisco, Paul Hense of Grand Rapids, Mich., Bernard Featherman of Kennebunkport, Maine, and Elaine Longer of Fayetteville, Ark.

“Small business advocacy has remained the driving force behind our organization,” NSBA President Todd McCracken said. “We always have been mindful that the best advocate for small business is not an association, a lobbyist, or a ‘spokesperson.’ The real advocates are the small business owners themselves, who give every day to make their businesses, their employees, their communities, and their nation a better place. We have dedicated this award to these small business advocates.”

Perlowitz founded Reliable Integration Services, Inc. in 1988 and currently serves as its president and chief executive officer. The company provides premium service to commercial enterprises and government IT organizations of up to 500,000 users. Reliable designs, implements, manages, and maintains networks of multi-vendor software and systems carrying mission-critical, multimedia traffic.

Perlowitz traces her advocacy efforts to a realization shortly after starting Reliable.

“As a small business without eligibility for government set-aside programs, I quickly found that there were a dazzling array of impediments to succeeding in the federal marketplace and that there were equally as many opportunities to advance small business and improve conditions for small business owners,” she said. 

After Perlowitz made this discovery, she devoted herself to creating opportunities for small business owners, first in Fairfax County, Va., and subsequently around the country.

Since 1937, NSBA has been an advocate for the interests of small businesses throughout the country, reaching more than 150,000 small businesses today. NSBA is proud to be the first national small business advocacy organization in the United States. For more information, please visit www.nsba.biz.
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